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NOTICE: BUILDERS & DESIGNERS  

BC Building Code Updates – Effective March 10, 2025 
 

Adaptable Dwelling Units accessible design, Seismic Design requirements and ZERO Carbon 
Step Code minimum EL-1 will be in force for applications submitted on or after March 10, 
2025, and buildings will need to meet these requirements. 

Adaptable Dwelling Units (ADUs) 
Adaptable Dwelling Unit means a dwelling unit designed and constructed with some accessible 
features and which accommodates the future modification to provide more accessible features. 

New 100% ADUs in large condominium apartment 
buildings and first floor dwelling units in new small 
apartments and condominiums.  

See BC Building Code 2024 (BCBC) Accessibility: 
3.8.1.1: Scope and 3.8.2.1. for exceptions. 

 

 

 

BCBC 9.5.2.1. and 3.8.2.1.(1) & (2) Notes that PART 9 detached houses, semi-detached houses, 
houses with a secondary suite, duplexes, triplexes, townhouses, row houses and boarding houses 
are exempt from accessibility requirements except for at least one bathroom must be provided 
with backing reinforcement for future grab bars for toilets, showers and bathtubs as per BCBC 
2024 9.5.2.1. & 3.8.5.7.(1)( e).  See also BCBC 3.8.5.1.(1) & (2) and 3.3.1.7. See 9.5.2.2. and 9.5.2.3. 
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Seismic Design Requirements 
BCBC 2024 Seismic design requirements are in force for applications submitted on or after March 
10/2025.     

 

 

Seismic design drawings for braced walls and panels will need to be included in the submission 
package. Download the building application checklist see page 3 for the LATERAL BRACING 
PLAN requirements to be noted. **Note that this includes both Part 3 and Part 9 buildings.              
Note: Part 9 buildings include single family houses and Part 3 buildings include large or complex buildings. 

Geotechnical requirements: 
A Professional Geotechnical Engineer is required to provide a Schedule B - Geotechnical to be 
submitted along with a sealed report for each building site that includes Site Class determination 
and other factors that would support the Structural design drawings for Wind & Seismic forces 
of a building. This information is to be provided to the Structural engineer. 

Structural drawing requirements: 
A set of sealed structural foundation & whole building drawings to include the design for 
bracing to resist Wind & Seismic forces for braced wall bands and braced wall panels based on 
the Geotechnical report findings and Site Class determination, the HWP, snow load, open or 
rough terrain, weight of construction, as well as the locations, materials required, blocking & 
nailing requirements etc.  **Note that this includes Lateral Bracing Plans for Part 3 and Part 9 buildings.  

See page 3 of the Building Permit Application Checklist for the LATERAL BRACING PLAN 
requirements to be noted. (Structural P.Eng. provides – digital PDF design)  

BCBC 2024 Seismic design requirements are in force for applications submitted on or after 
March 10/2025.  **Note that this includes all buildings. 

 

https://www.lytton.ca/sites/23/files/2025-01/Building%20Permit%20Application%20checklist%20Lytton%20Jan%203-%202025.pdf
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Zero Carbon Step Code Update: EL-1 effective March 10, 2025 
Effective March 10, 2025, new buildings must meet at least Emissions Level: EL-1 of the Zero 
Carbon Step Code. This means that applicable buildings following the performance path will be 
required to measure and disclose operational greenhouse gas emissions.  

 The Part 3 and Part 9 Step Code Compliance Checklists already disclose operational 
greenhouse gas emissions to the Authority Having Jurisdiction, so users of those checklists already 
comply. 

 

You can access BCBC Revision 5 (PDF) of the BC Building Code 2024 on the Errata & Revisions 
page of the Building Codes and Standards website. 

See BCBC Section 9.37 Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 

https://mb6jrrkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F4oDF8zJY3rKztSnu2ayNkBeXbpd59uLhSbh3OhZBzizWQyilyT7VYMXsVEaoNsh2Utq9XcFle0UYheSNhq89_ywM_33ZdzKV8ROmgIlgCJgtK7UiQEOikcPbrlS1fILPDgx8x-t2sD5pBmjj-VFUX33gCZfbPhVi_sSKm1hHDz0wQhNnN0EuJVuwXGoCvD8zDrYiMpE0kspE80VXNjAOcYpdhh0QsneS3E2Y2PpWk4pLZIB0Vjuox5QVg8nwwrNFp8TatmVW8H6QaF_JI_NuO1O3YzQIDA8zrFtET-_8GwdwULQY7K1cA==&c=TXfd7k5_YrNaybGF5P1-EUHNvYa2HsEQ-7U5-Y4XmGLAaQj-2bkkFg==&ch=ydXxJOuuhr7bxg0Zd0UeSYea1YmMZREtsYzMcchENZrNYdFkOhsuUg==
https://mb6jrrkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F4oDF8zJY3rKztSnu2ayNkBeXbpd59uLhSbh3OhZBzizWQyilyT7VYMXsVEaoNshCo-kx8799y3LLJvkhdzstcJbhhOAMnvqpyGGGjWq2C8iUI3QVmkAZPPRhghLzzoFmRtVyJ8Ge7_xSIfMWxseQTKGmQ28-rGTIwUUsA_jxefYar804yLUasVmNB650e7l3W9kerl09vkivCBaQCWwRiC9Wb6_YgqdjRVwiZHQe7FdHoVinHy7F58wvgiJAHjTUe5-f5wQ8oOyRUV_DyNZtrlxh8Kz2BNDJSLvMW1eEaEG3aav7cub7Q==&c=TXfd7k5_YrNaybGF5P1-EUHNvYa2HsEQ-7U5-Y4XmGLAaQj-2bkkFg==&ch=ydXxJOuuhr7bxg0Zd0UeSYea1YmMZREtsYzMcchENZrNYdFkOhsuUg==
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/revisions-and-mo/bcbc-revision-5/mo_-_bc_building_code_amendment_-_zero_carbon_step_code.pdf
https://mb6jrrkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F4oDF8zJY3rKztSnu2ayNkBeXbpd59uLhSbh3OhZBzizWQyilyT7VYMXsVEaoNsh_jzzKNzspC6LwD12d8UJlTSjMiIkENbmCb_fE4MniTp2A7dfQura1nYodHs9FcYYnK21vqYAkTrapfUh7ADZGfUoQ_fLnEnPsw75ELYW38tdBvkgiA2fJS2TJzU7Tv1RLYNq53pY8TzGihAzLYIHz6wUF-MdO-HlUNfkiL3_K7fKKS0fqiclJpgQrSztW5-rVTfy_a_aNXTj3_NbYU0K08WEzE7NfjfdMoJ7wMfNwU8zxE0B1QN2SQ==&c=TXfd7k5_YrNaybGF5P1-EUHNvYa2HsEQ-7U5-Y4XmGLAaQj-2bkkFg==&ch=ydXxJOuuhr7bxg0Zd0UeSYea1YmMZREtsYzMcchENZrNYdFkOhsuUg==
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